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Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada 


Assessing literacy 
skills 


Canadians are faced with a variety of read- 
ing, writing and numeracy demands in 
their daily lives. In fact, one out of three 
adults in Canada has some difficulty deal- 
ing with everyday reading and numeracy 
tasks requiring the use of common printed 
material — for example, determining the 
correct dosage of medication indicated on 
a medicine label or filling in a bank 
deposit slip. 


This was one of the findings of the 
Survey of Literacy Skills Used in Daily 
Activities, an in-home survey of 9,500 
people between the ages of 16 and 69, 


which was conducted by Statistics Canada 
in October 1989 for the National Literacy 
Secretariat. The purpose of the survey was 
to assess directly the functional reading, 
writing and numeracy skills of Canadians 
in English or French. It complemented the 
study sponsored in 1987 by Southam 
Incorporated, a Canadian newspaper 
chain, to determine the extent of illiteracy 
in the country. 


In the past, when people spoke of lit- 
eracy, they tended to split the population 
into “literates” and “illiterates,” thereby 
setting up stereotypes. It seems more 
appropriate to view literacy as a conti- 
nuous learning process with points along 
the continuum indicating different levels 
of functioning. 


For this new survey, Canadians were 
grouped into various reading and numera- 
cy skill levels from which certain conclu- 
sions could be drawn. It was found, for 


example, that men and women have basi- 
cally the same reading and numeracy skill 
profiles; that Canadians between the ages 
of 16 and 44 generally have better reading 
skills than those 45 to 69 years of age; and 
that Canadians between the ages of 25 and 
44 generally have better numeracy skills 
than those aged 16 to 24 and 45 to 69. 
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These results, and many others 
(including some briefer results about writ- 
ing skills) provide a database on the state 
of adult literacy in this country. This 
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Reading Skill Levels by Province 


Capable of reading in a great variety of tasks and situations. 
Able to use reading materials in a variety of situations if the material is clear and the task simple: say 
they don't have much difficulty but avoid situations where reading is required. 
Able to use printed materials for simple tasks: many admit having difficulty reading. 


People having great difficulty with printed materials: many admit they cannot read. 


Sample too small to be representative. 
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database will help the government to chart 
its directions on this important matter now 
and into the future — in co-operation with 
other literacy partners. 


Copies of the selected survey 
highlights have already been distributed 
to federal departments and agencies, as 
well as to provincial authorities, national 
and provincial literacy groups, specialists 
in the field, the media and foreign organi- 
zations and international agencies. Copies 
have also been sent to school boards, uni- 
versities and individuals, and various 
organizations upon request. This flow of 
information is continuing. It is hoped that 
recipients will further disseminate these 
results as widely as possible in order to 
increase public awareness about literacy. 


To obtain copy of the releases regard- 
ing reading, writing and numeracy skills, 
or additional information about the survey, 
please contact: 


Tom Brecher 

Senior Research Analyst 

Policy, Research and Co-ordination 

National Literacy Secretariat 

Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0M5 

Telephone: (819) 953-5283 
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Energy, Mines and Resources 
Canada 


A mirror of Canadian 
development: 
the National Atlas 


Do you want to know the extent of 
Canada’s telecommunications network? 
The number of pulp and paper mills across 
the country? The location of farm land 

a mari usque ad mare? 

The answers to these questions can 
be found in the National Atlas of Canada, 
which has faithfully reflected the changing 
nature of our vast country since 1906. 

The Geographical Services Division 
of Energy, Mines and Resources Canada is 
currently preparing the fifth edition of the 
National Atlas, which differs significantly 
from previous editions. 

A cursory glance at its evolution 
reveals that the first and second editions 
of the Atlas, produced in 1906 and 1915, 
devoted a great deal of space to transporta- 
tion and communications, which were just 
starting to develop. The third edition, pub- 
lished in 1957, was the first to appear in 
loose-leaf format; it also became the coun- 
try’s first real National Atlas, describing all 
of the economic activities of the country 
and emphasizing industrial and urban 
development. The fourth edition, pub- 
lished in 1974, highlighted environmental 
and socio-economic concerns using 
approximately 40 tables, graphs and texts 
and about 300 maps. 

With the advent of advanced technol- 
ogy, it has become possible to modernize 
geographical information techniques and 
establish a computerized data bank. As a 
result, the fifth edition has been designed 
as a Series of separate but related maps, 
which together cover all aspects of 
Canada’s geography, history, environment 
and socio-economic development. More 
maps will be added as new data are 
acquired using the computerized system. 

The fifth edition has a wide variety of 
users. Government authorities use it in 


their strategic planning. For example, the 
Geographical Services Division is current- 
ly preparing maps that show Aboriginal 
lands across the country. These maps 

will naturally be used by the government 
in negotiations with the Aboriginal 
community. 


Educators also use the maps for 
school projects, and researchers and spe- 
cialists use them to produce papers or to 
give presentations at conferences and 
symposiums. 

In addition to the fifth edition of the 
Atlas, the Geographical Services Division 
has prepared collections of maps dealing 
with transportation networks, wetlands 
and the territorial evolution of Canada 
since Confederation. It is currently devel- 
oping products in digital form, such as a 
database of 450,000 geographical names, 
base maps at scales of 1/2,000,000 and 
1/7,500,000 and other thematic data on 
Canada as a whole. 

Many other publications are also 
available. If you wish to obtain copies, 
exchange information or obtain more 
information, please contact: 


John Thompson 

Assistant Director 

National Atlas Information Service 
Geographical Services Division 
Canada Centre for Mapping 

Energy, Mines and Resources Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A9 

Telephone: (613) 992-4030 


Communications Canada 


Toward better 
management of 
office automation 


The quality of life in the workplace is a 
factor that must be increasingly taken into 
account if we are to avoid being over- 
whelmed by office automation. We must 
learn to manage automation to ensure that 
it meets our needs. 


The main task of the Canadian 
Workplace Automation Research Centre 
(CWARC), created in 1985 by the Depart- 
ment of Communications, is to study all 
aspects of new technology, such as elec- 
tronic information distribution, systems 
integration and artificial intelligence. 


This “research laboratory” does not 
operate on its own. It has clients in the 
public, private and academic sectors who 
are concerned with the effects of new 
technology on their employees and their 
organizations. 


The Organizational Research Direc- 
torate, which is a part of the CWARC, 
undertakes projects with a variety of part- 
ners to measure the scope of informatics 
resources and facilitate their implementa- 
tion within organizations. It is currently in- 
volved in a number of projects in a variety 
of fields. 


For example, researchers at the 
Directorate have developed a process to 
assess the effect of automation on jobs and 


human resources, in collaboration with 
Université Laval, the City of Joliette, the 
Office des ressources humaines of the 
Government of Québec and the Cégep 
Montmorency. Results of the studies 
conducted at these research sites benefit 
these organizations and also help to estab- 
lish models for similar organizations. The 
objective is to give participants the oppor- 
tunity to assess the effect of technological 
changes on their own infrastructures, by 
identifying trends in terms of job types and 
categories, and developing measurement 
and management tools adapted to their 
needs. 


The Directorate is also operating a 
training project. In addition, it has con- 
ducted an analysis, in conjunction with a 
private company, of the different automated 
training programs at the federal level and 
improvements that could be made in the 
field. For example, it is attempting to 
assess the significance of distance training 
and study the use of software better adapt- 
ed for this application. Federal govern- 
ment employees responsible for public 
service training should benefit from the 
results of this process. 


Another of the Directorate’s projects 
that will benefit the Canadian public 
service involves the development of an 
intelligent tutoring system. It is designed 
to enable users, primarily trainers, to 
acquire knowledge and skills in teaching 
assessment, knowledge representation, 
interactive teaching and evaluation of the 
results of tutorial interventions based on 
diagnosis of their students. 


If you would like more information on 
these activities, please contact: 


Jocelyne Picot 

Director, Organizational Research 

Canadian Workplace Automation 
Research Centre 

1575 Chomedey Boulevard 

Laval, Québec H7X 2X2 

Telephone: (514) 682-3400 


The CWARC publishes the results of 
the activities it is pursuing with its part- 
ners. The publications can be consulted at 
the Centre or mailed on request. Persons 
interested in obtaining the publications can 
contact the Director General’s Office at the 
address or phone number given above. 
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Canadian International 
Development Agency 


International 
development 
awareness 


As a new decade begins, we are witness- 
ing immense upheavals in the world. On 
one side of the earth reconciliation is 
being pursued; on the other wars are 
breaking out. The entire planet is 
grappling with increasingly complex eco- 
nomic, environmental, health and other 
problems. We cannot remain indifferent to 
the situation, because the fate of each 
country is tied to that of all the others. 


To better understand the stakes and 
the problems of international develop- 
ment, more education is needed. This is 
exactly what the Canadian International 
Development Agency’s Public Participa- 
tion Program (PPP) makes possible, by 
supporting various organizations that are 
active in increasing the awareness of 
Canadians about sustainable world 
development. 


One of the major components of the 
PPP is the Development Education 


. Program, implemented in co-operation 


with the main players in the education 
field, in particular the provincial education 
departments and the teachers’ federations. 
They are involved in organizing a wide 


range of professional development activi- 
ties such as seminars, symposiums, group 
discussions, newsletters, videos and study 
centres. The educational process is aimed 
primarily at Canadian elementary and 
secondary school teachers. 


For example, the Alberta Teachers’ 
Federation received funding for a three- 
day conference involving 75 workshops for 
roughly 700 teachers and 80 students to 
discuss international education. The 
Canadian School Boards’ Association 
produced a guide for Canadian teachers 
entitled The World, which discusses the 
preparation of teaching material on devel- 
opment education. 

The Development Education Program 
provides grants and contributions to eligi- 
ble Canadian non-governmental organiza- 
tions (NGOs) and non-governmental insti- 
tutions (NGIs) under various matching 
formulas. In 1989-90, seven organizations, 
including the Centrale de l’enseignement 
du Québec, the Association des ensei- 
gnantes et des enseignants francophones 
du Nouveau-Brunswick and its Anglophone 
counterpart, the New Brunswick Teachers’ 
Association, shared approximately 
$6 million to carry out their respective 
projects. 

For further information on the 
Development Education Program, contact: 


Louise Sutcliffe 

Program Officer 

Public Participation Program 

Special Programs Branch 

Canadian International 
Development Agency 

Hull, Québec K1A 0G5 

Telephone: (819) 994-6135 
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Social eens and Humanities 
Research Council 

Support for research 
on education and 
work 


As we all know, the labour market is in 
constant flux. Change means adjustment, 
which presupposes ongoing training. The 
educational system and institutions 
responsible for providing training must 
constantly re-evaluate their role in this 
regard; to do so, they must have a better 
understanding of the relation between 
education and work. 


“Education and Work in a Changing 
Society” is one of the five themes that 
make up the Strategic Grants Program 
launched by the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada 
in 1979. 


The “Education and Work” program 
has three goals. It is intended to lead to a 
better definition of the relation between 
education and work, both at the level of 
the individual and the group. It is also 
intended to help develop a greater under- 
standing of the perceptions and attitudes 
of parents, students, employers, educators 
and others. Finally, it seeks to encourage 
research that can be used as a basis for 
policy development or strategy formul- 
ation in universities, colleges, govern- 
ments or business organizations. 


The main beneficiaries of the grant 
program are groups of researchers who 
undertake multidisciplinary research. 
However, applications from individual 
researchers will also be considered if sev- 
eral disciplines are involved. 


Support is provided in several forms. 
Strategic research grants of up to $100,000 
for one year or $250,000 for three years 
are available. Up to $40,000 annually is 
awarded to set up multidisciplinary net- 
works of researchers engaged in collabo- 
rative research activities. Up to $15,000 is 
provided to organize strategic research 
workshops to discuss research results, 
examine particular research topics, delin- 
eate research questions and needs or elab- 
orate a methodology. (Up to three work- 
shops can be conducted over a three-year 
period). Three times a year, in January, 
April and July, strategic partnership devel- 
opment grants are awarded to help groups 
of researchers establish links with poten- 
tial partners from the public and private 
sectors. 


For further information, contact: 


Julie Dompierre 

Program Officer 

Strategic Grants Division 

Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council 

P.O. Box 1610, Station B 

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6G4 

Telephone: (613) 992-4227 
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Education and work: 
how close is the 
connection? 


One out of four working people in Canada 
intends to go back to school. The reasons 
are varied: 29 per cent wish to better pre- 
pare themselves for their first career, 

33 per cent want to improve their profes- 
sional development, 10 per cent are simply 
looking for a change in direction and 

10 per cent wish to improve their financial 
situation. A mere 15 per cent stated that 
they hoped to continue their studies main- 
ly because the discipline or subject matter 
interested them. 


These data came out of Cycle 4 enti- 
tled Education and Work of the General 
Social Survey, initiated by Statistics 
Canada in 1985. The General Social Survey 
attempts to monitor changes in Canadian 
society over a five-year period and to pro- 
vide information on specific issues of cur- 
rent or emerging interest. In keeping with 
this goal, the three cycles preceding this 
one concentrated respectively on health 
and lifestyle; the daily activities of 
Canadians; and the number of accident 
and crime victims and the services offered 
to them. The Cycle 5 survey concentrates 
on family and friends. 


Cycle 4 deals with three main themes: 
work and education, new technologies and 
human resources, and new trends in the 
areas of education and work. A small part 
of the questionnaire relates to science and 
technology. 


Carried out in January and February 
1989, the survey collected information on 
the level of education attained, intentions 
of returning to school, work experience, 
and science and technology. Thus, 9,338 
people 15 years of age or older from all 10 
Canadian provinces were interviewed and 
replied to the questionnaire. The response 
rate was over 80 per cent. 


It is now possible to obtain free of 
charge a copy of the questionnaires used 
in the survey; the provisional data, pre- 
sented primarily in the form of tables and 
charts; and the working documents relat- 
ing to the design of the survey. The micro- 
data files and supporting documentation 
for the first four cycles can also be obtain- 
ed at a cost of $750 each. In summer 1991, 
the first official publication entitled Educa- 
tion, Work, Computers and Retirement: 
Challenges for the 90’s will be available for 
sale for $40. 


For more information, please contact: 


Ghislaine Villeneuve 

General Social Survey Project 

Housing, Family and Social 
Statistics Division 

Statistics Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6 

Telephone: (613) 951-4995 


AU) 


| r—_C— 
National Defence 


Education in the 
military style 


The Canadian Armed Forces is highly visi- 
ble on the international scenes at the pre- 
sent time. However, little is known about 
how the Canadian Forces trains future 
officers. Military training is one of the 
many components of the programs of 
study at the Canadian Military Colleges 
(CMC). 


Canada has three military colleges. 
The first, Royal Military College (RMC), 
was established at Kingston, Ontario, in 
1876. The second, Royal Roads Military 
College (RRMC), was opened at Hatley 
Park in Victoria, British Columbia, in 1942. 
Ten years later, College militaire royal de 
St-Jean (CMR) opened its doors in 
Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, Québec. 


FORCES 
REGULAR AND RESERVE 


Canada 


To be accepted at one of the CMCs, 
candidates must enrol in the Regular 
Officer Training Plan (ROTP) or the 
Reserve Entry Training Plan (RETP). The 
ROTP is for young Canadians, men and 
women, who want to serve in the regular 
component of the Armed Forces. ROTP 
students receive a university education 
and a monthly salary as an officer cadet in 
the forces. In addition, the costs associat- 
ed with their university program are paid 
by the Department of National Defence. In 
return, officer cadets make a commitment 
to serve as officers in the Armed Forces 
for a minimum of five years. The RETP 
offers the same military and university 
training as the ROTP, but with no commit- 
ment to serve in the forces, and RETP 
students must pay the full cost of their 


university education. As most courses 

are offered in both official languages, 
bilingualism is not a prerequisite for these 
programs. 


Students in both programs can obtain 
a bachelor’s degree in arts, science, 
engineering or administration. They can 
also broaden their education by taking 
courses in the humanities, for science and 
engineering majors, or in science and 
mathematics, for arts and administration 
majors. After receiving a commission as an 
officer in the Canadian Forces, graduates 
can continue their studies in selected post- 
graduate programs. 


Throughout their university studies, 
officer cadets undergo training in their 
second language, leadership, general ser- 
vice knowledge, sports and physical edu- 
cation. Many cultural, recreational and 
social activities are also offered. 


About 1,520 students, of whom 
17 per cent are women, attend the CMCs 
each year. Some 500 new cadets are 
enrolled each year and, on average, about 
200 obtain their degrees. The combined 
teaching faculty of the CMCs is about 
360 strong: 160 at RMC, 60 at RRMC and 
140 at CMR. 


Further information may be obtained 
from any Canadian Forces Recruiting 
Centre, at the address listed in the Yellow 
Pages under Recruiting. 
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The Canada Council 


Literary activities in 
universities 


Canadian writing can be promoted in sev- 
eral ways, and colleges and universities 
have an important role to play in this 
respect. 

The Writing and Publishing Section 
of the Canada Council has developed ini- 
tiatives whereby universities and colleges 
can invite Canadian writers to spend time 
in residence, to the benefit of students as 
well as the general public. 


The Public Readings by Canadian 
Writers in Canada Program is intended to 
increase the public’s knowledge and 
appreciation of Canadian writing and to 
provide opportunities for writers to reach a 
larger audience. Organizations such as 
post-secondary institutions, libraries, liter- 
ary associations, museums, art galleries 
and community centres may apply for 
assistance in inviting Canadian writers to 
read from their works and discuss them 
with the public. Council support consists 
of a $200 reading fee for individual writers 
and reimbursement of travel expenses up 
to a maximum of $400. For joint readings, 
each participating writer receives a fee of 
$100 per reading and a maximum of $300 
for travel expenses. All other expenses 
(publicity, costs of administering the read- 
ings, and the writer’s meals and accommo- 
dation) are the responsibility of the host 
organization. Post-secondary institutions 
and other participating organizations may 
apply for up to four individual readings or 
eight joint readings per year (November 1 


to October 31), but the same writer may 
be invited only once a year. 
The Short-Term Writers-in-Residence 


Program is designed to enable post- 
secondary institutions and other organiza- 
tions to invite Canadian writers to spend 
four to six days in residence. During the 
residency, the writers are available for 
interviews, public or manuscript readings, 
speeches and informal or formal discuss- 
ions. Participating organizations may apply 
for support for one residency per year 
(April 1 to March 31). The writer receives 
$200 per day during the residency. The 
Canada Council pays $125 per day, plus 
the writer’s travel expenses. The local 
sponsor pays $75 per day and assumes 
responsibility for the writer’s meal, accom- 
modation and publicity costs. 

For further information, contact: 


Diane Ally 

Writing and Publishing Section 
The Canada Council 

P.O. Box 1047 

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5V8 
Telephone: (613) 598-4335 


Under the Writers-in-Residence 
Program, universities or colleges may 
invite a writer to spend one academic year 
or one term in residence with them. 
During the period of residence, the writer 
is free to pursue a writing project and 
therefore does not teach. However, the 
writer must be available to meet and con- 
sult with writers and students and to par- 
ticipate in workshops and seminars. The 
Canada Council provides 50 per cent of the 
writer’s stipend. This amount may change 
from year to year, depending on the funds 
available from the Program. The host 
organization assumes at least 50 per cent 
of the stipend, as well as travel expenses, 
and must provide office facilities. If the 
appointment is for a single term, the 
Council’s contribution is reduced accord- 
ingly. 

For additional information, contact 
Katharine Benzekri at (613) 598-4369, or 
at the address given above. 


CALs 


National Research Council 
Canada 


Scientific information 
at one’s fingertips 


How can one consult the largest collection 
of scientific and technical literature in 
North America? 


The answer is simple: by contacting 
the Canada Institute for Scientific and 
Technical Information (CISTI) of the 
National Research Council Canada. 


Its extensive collection contains over 
500,000 books and proceedings of scientif- 
ic conferences, over 50,000 periodicals in 
engineering, medicine and high technolo- 
gy, and two million technical reports on 
microform. They are all accessible 
through the Document Delivery Service. 


The Reference and Referral Services 
section provides assistance to those who 
need information quickly and do not have 
the resources required to carry out their 
own research. References can be provided 
on topics as specific as the life cycle of the 
mosquito or the address of the Robotics 
Industry Association. 


ArC-CARC 


And CISTI has much more to offer. 
An on-line information retrieval system 
known as CAN/OLE enables clients to 
order, by computer, any document they 
need from one of Canada’s major libraries. 
This system offers over 40 databases, pri- 
marily in the fields of physical sciences, 
engineering and materials, natural 
sciences, agriculture and food. 


Mention must also be made of the 
Canadian Selective Dissemination of 
Information Service or CAN/SDI, which 
keeps clients up-to-date on the most re- 
cently published scientific and technical 
information. CISTI’s information special- 
ists construct a subject profile that best fits 
the client’s needs. The computer then 
scans the databases selected to extract ref- 
erences related to the client’s special inter- 
est, and lists of the latest references on the 
topics chosen are sent. 


CISTI also has a Health Sciences 
Resource Centre, which provides access to 
the world’s biomedical information. This 
service is especially appreciated by physi- 
cians, nurses, hospital administrators, 
medical librarians and many others work- 
ing in related professions. 


New research tools are now available 
in the form of scientific numeric databases 
in the life sciences and physical sciences. 
These are highly specialized tools used by 
scientific researchers around the world. 


For further information, contact: 


Elizabeth Katz 

Chief, Publicity and Communication 

Canada Institute for Scientific and 
Technical Information 

National Research Council Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0S2 

Telephone: (613) 993-3854 


Consumer and Corporate Affairs 
Canada 


On the leading edge 
of technology 


We can keep abreast of the latest develop- 
ments in technology by glancing through 
specialized journals, by participating in 
conferences that bring together the most 
renowned experts — or by looking at 
patent documents. 


Does this surprise you? Actually, 
patents are essential resources for those 
who wish to keep up with technological 
progress. Each document contains a brief 
description of a particular technology; the 
history of a problem and the way in which 
the new invention can overcome it, a 
detailed description of the means by which 
the invention is produced and the dangers 
that can result from misuse. The docu- 
ment also provides the name and address 
of the patent holder and the other parties 
involved, thus facilitating contacts leading 
to eventual use of the invention. 


Where can these documents be 
accessed? At the Patent Office in Phase 1 
of Place du Portage in Hull, Québec. This 
unit is part of the Intellectual Property 
Directorate, which comes under the 
Department of Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs. 


The archives of the Patent Office con- 
tain the most extensive documentation in 
Canada in the area of technical informa- 
tion. More than a million Canadian patents 
are classified according to a system that 
includes more than 350 subject classes 
and over 35,000 sub-classes. Someone 
wishing to research the class of “optics,” 
for example, could consult the following 
categories: “holography,” “reflectors,” 
“refractors,” etc. 
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The Patent Office also provides 
access to about five million American 
patents classified under a similar system. 
One more way to facilitate research is to 
call upon the staff of the Technological 
Information Services Division of the 
Patent Office. 


The Patent Office is open to the 
public, and also provides information to 
Canadian industries, universities and 
research centres. Such information is 
invaluable to the parties concerned. For 
example, researchers in the applied 
sciences who consult the Office not only 
avoid unnecessary expenses related to 
research on technologies that already 
exist, but they can also find ready-made 
solutions for whatever technical problems 
may arise. 


Public and private funding organiza- 
tions can also benefit enormously from 
these documents, especially by familiariz- 
ing themselves with the broad range of 
scientific and technical activities they 
encompass. These organizations can thus 
avoid funding research that has already 
been done or projects that seem promising 
but rely on obsolete technology. 


Would you like to know more? If so, 
please write or phone: 


Ed Rymek 

Information and Technology 
Exploitation Branch 

Intellectual Property Directorate 

Consumer and Corporate Affairs 
Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0C9 

Telephone: (819) 994-4775 
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Employment and Immigration 
Canada 


The Stay-in-School 
initiative 


Every year, 100,000 young Canadians 
leave high school before they graduate. If 
the national drop-out rate stays at its pre- 
sent level of some 30%, by the year 2000, 
as many as one million under-educated, 
untrained youth will have entered the 
labour market. 


In response to this alarming fact, the 
Government of Canada, in February 1990, 
announced a $296.4 million four-year pro- 
ject. This national school retention project, 
called Stay-in-School, is being delivered by 
Employment and Immigration Canada 
(EIC) under the responsibility of the 
Minister of State for Youth, Marcel Danis. 
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STAY IN SCHOOL 


L’7ECOLE AVANT TOUT 


The initiative includes three compo- 
nents: labour market programs and 
services for at-risk youth; mobilization of 
stakeholders to develop solutions; and 
public awareness and information 
activities. 

In the past few months, there have 
been a number of activities undertaken in 
support of the Stay-in-School initiative. 
They include, among other things, a major 
business-education conference, a new 
research and development project in the 
area of career counselling and the develop- 
ment of a new program option to fund 
school retention projects. 


This new program option, named 
START, allows qualified organizations to 
obtain funding support for a variety of 
interventions aimed at youth at-risk. It is 
funded under the Job Entry program of 
the Canadian Jobs Strategy and is adminis- 
tered via EIC regional offices in each 
province. For example, START allows 
organizations to identify young people 
who are most likely to drop out of school, 
to provide information on career projects 
and the labour market, and to accomplish 
work experimentation projects. 


All Canadians need to become more 
informed about the drop-out problem and 
its consequences. With this in mind, the 
federal government is developing a multi- 
faceted national information and aware- 
ness campaign aimed at young people, 
their parents, business, educators, 
community groups and the general public. 


Initiating and expanding labour mar- 
ket programs and services is just one way 
of encouraging young people to stay in 
school. Over the next four years, the feder- 
al government, in consultation with provin- 
cial and territorial officials, will be working 
closely with business, labour, educators, 
social service agencies, parents and 
students to help improve the crucial links 
between education and the labour market, 
and to encourage young people to stay in 
school. 


Finding solutions to the drop-out 
problem will require the collaborative 
efforts of many different groups at the 
national, regional and local levels. 


For further information on these 
activities, please contact: 


Claude Décarie 

Director, Liaison and Coordination 
Youth Affairs Branch 

Employment and Immigration Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0J9 

Telephone: (819) 953-2476 


Employment and Immigration 
Canada 


Job futures 


How many electrical engineers or labora- 
tory researchers will be needed in the 
years to come? Will demand soar or drop? 
Unless you are an expert in making 
predictions, you will have trouble develop- 
ing an accurate picture of what could be 
coming. 

Fortunately, the Canadian Occupa- 
tional Projection System (COPS) has done 
it for you. This System, operated by Em- 
ployment and Immigration Canada, acts 
like a “barometer” of the labour market by 
presenting an overview of existing occupa- 
tions and projecting supply and demand 
trends for several years into the future. 

How does COPS obtain such data? It 
draws information and intelligence from a 
variety of sources such as federal and 
provincial governments, industry, labour 
unions, training institutions and other 
organizations. COPS then integrates these 
data to produce estimates of national occu- 
pational supply and demand trends. 


This is the type of information 
contained in Job Futures, a two-volume 
publication issued by Employment and 
Immigration Canada. Volume 1 presents 
the occupational outlooks for various areas 
of activity. For each occupation, details are 
given regarding such items as historical 
trends and projected job openings, the 
male-female ratio, geographic distribution, 


age distribution, number of full-time and 
part-time jobs and main industries of 
employment. 

Volume 2 deals more specifically with 
trends and projections relating to gradu- 
ates of post-secondary education institu- 
tions by level and area of study. Inform- 
ation is given on the number of students 
who have graduated since 1981, the num- 
ber of women graduates and the activities 
of graduates after completing their pro- 
gram of study. 

In general, the publication endeav- 
ours to assist students or others in choos- 
ing a career by providing them with all of 
the relevant information. Information on 
ordering Job Futures may be obtained 
from: 


Wayne Roth 

Director 

Labour Market Outlook and 
Structural Analysis 

Employment and Immigration Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0J9 

Telephone: (819) 994-4546 
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Industry, Science and Technology 


Science: 
Tell me about it! 


If you asked a young student to describe a 
typical scientist, you would probably get 
an image of someone dressed in white, 
toiling away among a forest of apothec- 
ary’s equipment and distilling vile but 
colourful liquids. Modern scientists, how- 
ever, wear wet suits and space suits as 
often as they wear lab coats. 

The Science Culture Canada (SCC) 
Program was set up to help make the 
world of science more accessible to 
Canadians, especially young people. 
Administered by Supply and Services 
Canada, under the direction of a manage- 
ment committee chaired by Industry, 


Science and Technology Canada, the 
Program funds projects and activities to 
increase public awareness and apprecia- 
tion of science and technology. The kinds 
of activities funded include science fairs, 
children’s books, summer science camps, 
videos, television and radio series, travel- 
ling exhibits, workshops and seminars. 


i Higplited 


Explore Science and Technology 


Projects funded in a recent competi- 
tion include Messages in Stone, a new film 
about the life and death of dinosaurs based 
in part on Canadian fossil research. The 
film will use 3-D animation to bring dino- 
saurs to life and follow them on a 400-mile 
journey to a summer feeding range in 
central Alberta. At the Newfoundland 
Freshwater Resource Centre in St. John’s, 
visitors can view marine life from a new 
perspective. Along with interactive 
exhibits, a discovery room and wet lab, the 
Centre features a world-class fluvarium 
with an under-the-stream viewing window. 
At the Centre Aerospatial Amateur in 
Rosemere, Québec, children can live the 
space adventure while learning about the 
science and engineering involved in space 
exploration. The Centre places special 
emphasis on Canada’s role in space. 

The Program administers a budget of 
$2.5 million; funding is allocated as 
follows. 


e Funding for projects and activities of 
less than one year’s duration: Applic- 
ants may submit only one proposal. 
Applications are reviewed semi-annu- 
ally; the deadlines are April 15 and 
October 15. 


e General core funding, for long-term 
projects and activities of up to three 
years’ duration: Core funding is pro- 
vided to organizations whose primary 
mandate is promoting public aware- 
ness of science and technology. 
Applications are reviewed annually; 
the deadline is April 15. 


e Youth core funding allocated on the 
same basis as general core funding: 
The main purpose, however, is to cre- 
ate and maintain interest in science 
and technology among young 
Canadians and to make them aware of 
issues in these fields. 


Applications must be made by formal- 
ly constituted Canadian organizations or 
by individuals sponsored by or affiliated 
with such organizations. For example, 
education institutions, publishers, associa- 
tions and non-profit organizations are eligi- 
ble. Applicants are encouraged to obtain 
funding from sources other than the 
Science Culture Canada Program. 

For more information on conditions 
for funding or guidelines for preparing 
applications, contact: 


Michael Straus 

Program Officer 

Science Culture Canada Program 
Science Programs Branch 
Supply and Services Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0S5 
Telephone: (819) 956-1772 
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External Affairs and International 
Trade 


Canadian-American 
exchanges 


Bilateral relations with our neighbours 

to the south count for a lot when it comes 
to education. Such relations will be en- 
hanced even further by a new exchange 
program for Canadian university 
professors. 


The Fulbright Program is adminis- 
tered by the Foundation for Educational 
Exchange between Canada and the United 
States of America, which has received 
$227,000 from Canada’s Department of 
External Affairs and International Trade 
for scholarship awards and program devel- 
opment and administration. 


Under the Program, which began this 
year, university professors are eligible for 
grants of up to approximately $25,000 to 
teach or conduct research in a U.S. univer- 
sity of their choice for three months to a 
year. 


The goals of the program are to 
enhance Canadian and American Studies 
in universities in both countries, and to 
encourage and promote research in the 
many disciplines pertaining to Canadian- 
American relations. Included are geogra- 
phy, history, literature, sociology, law, 
philosophy, political science, the arts, 
economics, communication and 
international relations. 


Eligibility requirements are: Canadian 
citizenship at the time of application, and 
a doctorate or proof of equivalent prof- 
essional qualifications (e.g., the practice of 
law). Those wishing to teach under the 
Program must have post-doctoral college 
or university teaching experience. 


Interested candidates are encouraged 
to establish preliminary contacts with the 
U.S. university or college of their choice, 
especially if they propose to teach under 
the Program. Include with the application 
any documentation pertaining to such ini- 
tiatives, for instance, a letter of invitation 
from the chosen institution. 


Interested candidates should contact: 


Foundation for Educational Exchange 
between Canada and the 
United States of America 
29 Beechwood Avenue 
3rd Floor 
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1M2 
Telephone: (613) 746-3324 
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Statistics Canada 


International 
students in Canada 


Last November, Statistics Canada 
published statistics on international 
students in Canada for the 1989-90 
academic year. This publication, entitled 
International Student Participation in 
Canadian Education — 19839, is the third 
in the series. First issued in 1988, it 
provides every year a variety of inform- 
ation on international students in Canada. 
Details are given on their country of 
origin and distribution by level, field of 
study and sex. Separate sections cover 
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recipients of Canadian Official Develop- 
ment Assistance and historical data going 
back to 1975. 

The number of international students 
in Canada, which reached a peak of 64,799 
in 1982, subsequently fell to 52,398 in 1986, 
the lowest level in the decade. The up-turn 
which began in 1987 intensified in 1988. 
In 1989, a new gain of 14 per cent was 
recorded, bringing the number of interna- 
tional students to an unprecedented level 
of 70,891. 

In preparing this publication, 
Statistics Canada obtained professional 
assistance from Employment and Immi- 
gration Canada, the Canadian International 
Development Agency, External Affairs 
Canada and the Department of the 
Secretary of State, the latter three also 
providing financial support for the project. 

Copies of the publication may be pur- 
chased from authorized agents or by mail 
order to: 


Publication Sales 
Statistics Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6 
Telephone: 1-800-267-6677 
(toll-free in Canada) 

Fax: (613) 951-1584 


Price: Canada: $20 
United States: US $24 
Other countries: US $28 


Canad? 
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Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada 


More of a welcome 
than a test 


Thousands of immigrants, anxious to set- 
tle here, cross our borders each year. As 
host country, we have a responsibility to 
assist these newcomers, inform them of 
their rights and responsibilities, and 
encourage them to participate fully in their 
new society. 


To help better welcome these new- 
comers, the Citizenship Registration and 
Promotion Branch of Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada has introduced an 
information kit designed for people who 
work with adult immigrants. More of a 
Welcome than a Test contains a wealth of 
information on all aspects of Canadian citi- 
zenship, ranging from the different steps 
involved in becoming a Canadian citizen to 
the values, skills and knowledge required 
for citizen participation. Although focused 
on class room work, the kit is a useful tool 
in community and other settings as well. 

The development of the kit is in keep- 
ing with the federal government’s mandate 
to promote the values associated with 
Canadian citizenship, and to administer 
the Citizenship Act. 

This document, available in both offi- 
cial languages, is contained in a handy 
binder and includes the following material: 


e adirectory of citizenship instruction 
programs and services; 


e ateacher’s guide for use in teaching 
citizenship to adult immigrants; 


e information about the Citizenship 
Registration and Promotion Branch; 
and 


e alist of publications for newcomers. 


The kit is available free of charge, and 
as it is a pilot project, your comments are 
welcomed. Please write or telephone: 


Citizenship Registration and 
Promotion Branch 

Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0M5 

Telephone: (819) 994-2629 
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Department of the Secretary of 
State of Canada 


Learning About 
Canada 


The Canadian Studies Directorate was cre- 
ated in 1984 to encourage Canadians to 
learn more about Canada. Through its 
funding programs for the development of a 
wide variety of learning materials about 
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Canada, and through its publications, the ee — 


Directorate works to provide Canadians 
with new information about their country CLI PS 
and themselves. 


CLIPS 


For further information on the is published from time to time and provides Number Three, March 1991 
Canadian Studies funding programs or its readers with factual information on fed- 
free publications please contact: eral government activities related to the ISBN # 0847-284X 


field of education, either directly or indirect- 
Canadian Studies Directorate ly. The newsletter is distributed to federal CLIPS is published by: 
Department of the Secretary of State departments and agencies, and in the edu- 


of Canada cation milieu generally. The Education Support Sector 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0M5 Department of the Secretary of State 
Telephone: (819) 994-1544 Our objective is twofold: to address an of Canada 
ali] ADT obvious need for more information about Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0M5 
education-related activities at the federal Telephone: (819) 953-5673 
level, and to help establish new lines of com- 
munication between those interested in edu- Director of Publication 
cation, whether they be public servants, Gilles Jasmin 
teachers, students, administrators in Co-Director for n° 3 
universities, colleges or business. Natalie Toppin 
Research and Writing 


I invite comments and suggestions 
from our readers so that we may better 
respond to your needs. 


Gilles Jasmin 
Director of Publication 
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Subscription 


Subscription to CLIPS is free. 

Individuals or organizations already on the publications distribution list 

of the Education Support Sector of the Department of the Secretary of State 
will receive CLIPS automatically. 

If you are not on this list and would like to receive CLIPS, 

please fill out the form below and send it to the following address: 


Title and Organization 


Suzanne Camu 
Diane Goulet 
Graphic Design 
Wawa Design 


CLIPS 

Education Research and Promotion Directorate 
Education Support Sector 

Department of the Secretary of State of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0M5 

Telephone: (819) 953-5673 


Province 


Name (if applicable) 
Address City 
Postal Code Telephone 
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